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New Residents 
Aren’t Always Informed
If your condo building happens to have a 
significant influx of new residents, you may 
have witnessed situations where they’ve 
lacked knowledge of basic condo rules 
and procedures. From balcony etiquette 
and parking access, to recycling practices, 
inappropriate behaviour can become 
frustrating for established residents. 
But, before you conclude that your new 
neighbours are thoughtless, consider 
whether they have been properly informed. 
They may not even know whom to ask when 
they are uncertain. As a condo owner, you 
have a right to insist that new residents get 
properly briefed with essential information. If 
you are convinced that this isn’t happening, 
approach your board and form a committee 

to hold personal orientation sessions for 
all new residents, ideally within their first 
few days of arrival. Orientations don’t have 
to be onerous – consider a casual social 
gathering, with introductions to other 
residents and a “mentor adoption” plan to 
connect newcomers with someone to call in 
case of questions.

Condos Are Attracting     
More Young Families
Young adults who have become accustomed to living in a 
condominium are not necessarily inclined to pack up and 
move to the suburbs simply because they want to start a 
family. Fortunately, municipal planners, private developers 
and condo managers recognize that it’s in their best 
interests to create environments that appeal to this next 
generation of owners with young families. These families 
will place new importance on accessing playgrounds 
and daycare facilities, just as they had previously placed 
importance on accessing shops and restaurants. 
Furthermore, they will soon expand their priorities to include 
schools, pools and community centres. This means that 
progressive condo boards need to determine whether they 
want to make their buildings more desirable for new parents 
entering the market. Any condo group or neighbourhood 
that is able to provide expanded programs for children 
– such as learn-to-swim classes, music lessons, crafts 

or team sports – could enjoy much greater potential for 
attracting a new wave of home buyers. Such initiatives 
could also affect the resale value of individual units – such 
as yours – especially if they appeal to motivated buyers.

Real Estate Can Enable
Retirement Decisions 
As baby-boomers advance into their 
retirement years, many will face decisions 
about their living arrangements, such 
as whether to retrofit their current home 
to address mobility issues, or downsize 
to embrace a less demanding lifestyle. 
Whatever the expectations, it’s wise to 
plan ahead and budget for the future, 
when issues like health, self-sufficiency 
and social interaction may take on new or 
more critical importance. If you’re a long-
term homeowner, you’ll have likely built 
up equity in your real estate investment, 
which puts you in a more favourable 
position to free up funds to meet your 
goals. So, whether you’re planning 
extensive renovations or extended 
vacations, it’s wise to determine your 
home’s current market value compared 

to the cost of your long term plans in 
order to determine your financial leverage. 
Since real estate is an investment that 
can be liquidated relatively quickly, you 
might also consider selling or refinancing 
to release funds to address not only your 
future lifestyle needs and preferences, 
but also personal desires to donate to 
charities or plan for family inheritances.

If you go through the process of 
decorating your outdoor living 
space to make it more inviting 
and comfortable for the warmer 
weather, consider taking the 
added initiative of creating a 
unique ambient environment with 
complementary LED lighting. Not 
only are the new lighting systems 
energy efficient, they are also 
extremely versatile, offering you an 
inspiring range of possibilities in 
a dazzling array of colours. From 
subtle pathway lights to strategic 
spotlights and energy-efficient 
floodlights, there’s no better way 
to wake up your garden, patio or 
balcony at nightfall.

Exterior Lighting Ideas 

for your Patio 
or Balcony 
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